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From the mosque we were taken to see the Tomb of Saladin, but I was disgusted here to find a token of regard for this very anti-Christian Sultan in the shape of a large gold laurel wreath deposited by the most Christian ex-Emperor, William II. Even in this instance, however, his flattery failed to give entire satisfaction to those whom he sought to cajole. The Mohammedans resented the introduction of a Cross (the emblem of Christianity) into the composition of the funereal trophy.
Syria was at that time ringing with stories of William II's visit there, and many were the anecdotes we heard, not all of which redounded to his credit. In fact, he seems to have done a good deal to diminish that credit during the course of his triumphal progress.
Especially does he appear to have given offence by the parsimony of the gifts he offered in exchange for the priceless treasures he carried off from the houses of those Arabs and Turkish officials whom he delighted to honour by visiting them in their homes. Said one of those to me: " The ship that carried away the booty collected in Palestine very nearly sank at her moorings, so heavily was she laden, for His Majesty refused nothing that was offered, and through his Consul-Generals very often intimated a desire for that which was not offered! "
In this way he carried off the whole of the ivory inlaid furniture of a room specially decorated for his reception. In exchange, he presented a life-size portrait of himself.
On another occasion, as the Arab troops were being paraded before him, he singled out two youths for the excellence of their horsemanship and the beauty of the accoutrements of men and beasts. TheyIN THE HOLY LAND                165
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